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ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH STAFF 
Terry Sivers ................................................. Music/Worship 
Cathy Chirello������������...Music/Worship 
Nick Calaprico������ .High School Faith Formation 
John Sheridan�����. Middle School Faith Formation 
Julie Moss����� Elementary School Faith Formation 
Jennifer Guild ................��..Office/Human Development 
Mary Smith ..........�������.Office/Communications 
Sandra Corcoran ...................................... Business Affairs 
Nicole Pompo���������������Preschool 
Al Parisi��.����������.�.Buildings/Grounds  
Tom Fichter������������.Buildings/Grounds 
Scott Brown..................................Parish Council President 
Parish Trustees����...Michael McCarthy, Fran Jeffery 

Parish Mission Statement  The Catholic community of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, united in the love of God, comes together to 

worship the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, to provide for the spiritual growth of each member, to minister to one another’s 
needs, to be servants and neighbors to all, to strengthen and share faith, to experience the richness of Jesus Christ.   The Catholic 
community of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, aware of its call to be the good news, accomplishes its mission through worship, education, 
service and personal example. 

May God Bless and keep safe in his care our Service Men and Women whose lives are in danger every day. They heroically 

serve to defend and maintain freedom around the world as well as at home. Our prayer for them reflects our great admiration and 
love for them. May God bless them, watch over them, and protect them always. 

Diocesan Prayer for Vocations  “God, my Father, you created me with a specific purpose for my life; this is my vocation.  By 

following your plan, I will be happy on earth, earn the reward of heaven, and help others to do the same.  Please help me to hear, 
understand, and follow your call with my whole heart, especially when it seems most difficult.  Saint Joseph, patron of the Universal 
Church, pray for me to know and accept God’s will for my life.  Amen.”  

Catholic Calendars for the New Year have arrived and they are the gift of Baldwinsville’s Falardeau Funeral Home. These 
calendars are much appreciated by families as they serve well as appointment calendars for the home and reminders of the feast 
days of great saints who surround us, prayer for us and inspire our daily living. The calendars can be found in the gathering area. 

Anna Asks& What does “the will of God” mean?  St. Elizabeth spoke of God’s plan as “Adored Will.” Understanding

what she meant will help us love God’s will, too.  A distinction is helpful to answer this question.  The ordaining will of God is also 

known as the "active" will of God, i.e., God's plan for the whole of creation as well as each individual. God desires only our good 

and thus our human perfection. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains, "The ultimate purpose of creation is that God 

‘who is the creator of all things may at last become ‘all in all,' thus simultaneously assuring his own glory and our beatitude'" (no. 

294; cf. nos. 290-96). The permissive will of God refers to that which God allows to happen. For example, God allows sinful 

behavior, even though He does not desire it. Why does God allow sin? God truly loves us and love necessarily implies freedom. 

God lovingly allows us to freely choose or reject His will for our lives. When man rejects God's will, he freely sins. God permits 

such sin as a consequence of the freedom He gave man, but He would never ordain such sin.  We tackled this during Advent with 

Bishop Barron looking at the problem of suffering.  Why bad things happen to good people is a fundamental question 

everyone should revisit on occasion. The Catechism of the Catholic Church, warning against easy answers, provides a 

beginning: "If God the Father almighty, the Creator of the ordered and good world, cares for all his creatures, why does evil exist? 

To this question, as pressing as it is unavoidable and as painful as it is mysterious, no quick answer will suffice. Only Christian 

faith as a whole constitutes the answer to this question” (no. 309).  God the Father in creating us, desires our well-being and 

happiness.  That is his plan.  However, he holds each one of us close to his fatherly heart and labors to love us when sin and 

suffering come our way.

Our Daily bREAD- As our bicentennial celebration of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton has begun, come learn more about her life, 

favorite prayers and quotes through the Treasury of Prayers Booklet. St Elizabeth Ann Seton is known as the mother of 
Catholic education. Help fulfill her life long work of spreading the word of God through reading and service. As St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton said, “We must pray without ceasing, in every occurrence and employment of our lives - that prayer which is rather a habit 
of lifting up the heart to God as in a constant communication with Him.”  

End of year statements of contributions  are being prepared and will be sent out by the end of the month.  In order to limit 

unnecessary contact, statements will be mailed to the homes of all parishioners who made financial contributions during 2020 
using envelopes or electronic offerings.  Included in the mailing will be a flyer with information about special programs for the 
bicentennial and for Lent.  Be sure to open it up and check out all that’s happening.  Thank you for your amazing support during a 
very difficult year! 
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Thank You from Brady Faith Center – Thank you so much for your extremely generous support of our Brady Faith Center 

Christmas Gift Giving Ministry. We certainly could not have executed this gift distribution outreach without your generous support,. 
Our sincere and heartfelt thanks for making a wonderful difference in the lives of the people we serve.  We will remember you in 
our prayers.  Rev John Schopfer, Pastoral Director, Kevin T. Frank, Executive Director  

Thank You  to all of the students who sang or played their instrument for the 4:00PM Christmas Eve Mass. They practiced for 

many weeks and did a great job! The students who performed were Lila Dempsey, Haley DeSimone, Adeline Flood, Gordon Flood, 
Constantine Javier, Madison Kinzie, Maggie Ranous, Rory Ranous, Emily Sheridan, Carly Spado, Matthew Tatem, Jack Tatem, 
Vanessa Tatem, Natalie Thompson, Bobby Duke, Clare Dominski, Anna Dominski, Connor Grimsley. 

Hardship and Rejection in the life of Elizabeth Ann Seton  Our second insert focuses on the difficulties faced by St. 

Elizabeth.  It sounds a bit like the pastor’s letter that goes to all new members of our parish.  They are greeted with the words, 
“Understanding that there is great pressure to “have it all together,” I hope that you find at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton parish a place 
where you can be poor and broken.  We all stand before God in need.  We are invited to be poor together.  This is a beautiful 
contradiction to the individualism that defines so much of the society we live in. I hope you find in this parish family a safe place 
to be poor and taken care of, to be broken and made whole.”  Check out the bulletin insert to learn more about the way that 
Elizabeth endured great suffering at the bedside of her beloved husband, Will.  As much as she love her husband, she called the 
will of God, “Adored Will.”  What a great trust in divine Providence!  

Respect Life Holy Hour - In participation for the National Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of Unborn Children, the 

parishes of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, Sacred Heart, St. Rose of Lima, Divine Mercy, and Holy Family are inviting teens in 
grades 9th through 12th for a Holy Hour with Bishop Lucia and music with Jeremy Bobak to be held here at St. Elizabeth Ann 
Seton on Friday January 22nd from 6:30 to 7:30 PM. There will be time after to make posters if teens will be joining us at the 
local March for Life Saturday the 23rd.  To help with social distancing, registration is required.  Please contact Nick Calaprico 
(ncalaprico@stelizabethbville.org) to sign up. 

March for Life (Syracuse) - High School youth ministry will be present at the local March for Life in Syracuse on Saturday 

January 23rd at noon. All are welcome to join us at Armory Square. 

Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

The Word of God & Mother Seton#  Samuel was initially unaware that it was the Lord who was calling him in the night. 
Eli recognizes what is happening and helps him respond. Samuel then freely offers his “listening” heart, and from that point on 
the Lord uses Samuel’s generosity to great effect! Is the Lord calling out to you without you realizing it?  Mother Seton asked 
herself the same question: “Do I realize it? The protecting presence, the consoling grace of my Redeemer and God. He raises 
me from the dust to feel that I am near Him. He drives away all sorrow to fill me with His consolations. He is my guide, my 
friend and supporter—with such a guide, can I fear? With such a friend, shall I not be satisfied? With such a supporter, can I 
fall? Oh! Then, my adored refuge, let not my frail nature shrink at your command#Rather, let me say, ‘Lord, here am I, the 
creature of your will,’ rejoicing that You will lead, thankful that You will choose for me. Only continue to grant me Your soul-
cheering presence. And in life, or in death, let me be Your own.” 

Vocation Perspective& Here I am, Lord, Speak, for your servant is listeningHere I am, Lord, Speak, for your servant is listeningHere I am, Lord, Speak, for your servant is listeningHere I am, Lord, Speak, for your servant is listening (cf.1 Samuel 3). As with Samuel and many 

others before and after him, God often calls those we would least expect to carry out his magnificent plan of salvation. Don’t doubt 
that he might be calling you! Call Father Jason Hage 315-470-1468, or write: vocations@syrdio.org 

A Prayer Chain is in place at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. Serving on the Prayer Chain is a way for good people to serve God and 

to bring blessings to others who will be grateful for the prayers of Prayer Chain Members. If prayers for self or for others are needed 
and desired, please call the Parish Office at 315-652-4300 and your prayer requests will be forwarded to Angie Peterson.  

Weekly Scripture 
Readings for January 17, 2021 

1 Samuel 3:3b-10, 19 
Corinthians 6:13c-15a, 17-20 
John 1:35-42 

Readings for January 24, 2021 
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 



 MASS INTENTIONS January 16, 2021 through January 24, 2021 

Saturday 5:00 PM     Nancy Reeves by Lynn & Mike Malone 

Sunday 7:30 AM    Frank Szatanek by Betty Balliet  

 9:00 AM    Ted Kaminski by Don & Marilyn Wherley 

 11:00 AM    Marian Philip & Paul Schmitt by Mr & Mrs William Corcoran 

Monday  9:00 AM    Joseph “Mick” Craver by John & Chris Kennedy 

Tuesday  6:45 AM    Jade Seale by Burkhart Family 

Wednesday   9:00 AM    Joan Patterson by John & Diane Wargo 

Thursday  6:45AM  John Omicenski by Frank & Mary Miller 

 Friday  6:45 AM  Charmaine Nelson by Teresa Nelson-Graham 

 9:00AM  Catherine Fischer by Mary Ann & Martin Tomas 

Next Saturday  5:00  PM  Mary Cafolla-Wallace by Joe & Joanne Cafolla 

Next Sunday  7:30  AM     Joseph “Mickey”Craver by Church Peeps 

   9:00 AM     Louise Mosseau by The Mosseau Family 

 11:00 AM     Chas Merritt by Ron & Ginny Duda 

Our Gifts to the Lord 
  Regular Collection  $10,012 

Hope Appeal 2020 

100% Goal Reached! 

Thank you for your generosity 

Electronic Offerings – If you have online 

billing with your bank, you can request 

the bank to mail a paper check to St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton Church at no cost to 

you or the parish.  This can be set up on a 

recurring or one-time basis.  We ask that 

you note your envelope number on the 

check either as the account number or in 

the memo line.  Often this can be set up 

online through the “Bill Pay” section of 

your bank account website. 
Be assured that Fr. O’Connor will continue to say Mass each day for the scheduled 

intentions. While you may not be able to attend in person, your loved ones are being 

prayed for at Mass. 

Faith Formation Meeting, January 19, 2021 at 7:00PM 

Seton Food Pantry Hours 
Tuesday & Wednesday 9am – 11am 

no evening hours at this time 

items needed:  

Canned Mac & Beef, Canned Chili, Kids 

Snack Packs 

Sandwich Making   – January 19 – Foriero Family, Fuentes Family, Gellert Family 

Sandwich Delivery Assumption Church  -  January 20 – G/P Howe 

Pantry Volunteers - Jan 18 – J & D Tracy, Jan 19 – S. Dietrich  Jan 20 – M Favalo 

First Saturday Cleaning – None 

Want to be a Eucharistic Minister or Lector?  Call Deacon Bill Dotterer at 315-882-8702 for individual training. 

Want to be an Altar Server?  Call Deacon Bill Dotterer, at 315-882-8702 for individual training.  

Want to be a Hospitality Volunteer? Call the parish office at 315-652-4300 for individual training 

Parish Membership:  It is important to belong to a parish and we invite all who enjoy worshipping with us to register formally as members of the parish 

family. This is especially important for First Communion, Confirmation and Marriage.  Registration forms may be found on the table outside the parish 

office or register online at www.stelizabethbville.org.  

Baptisms  Currently Baptisms are being done on an individual basis by Fr O’Connor and  Deacon Bill. Please call the office at 315-652-4300 to make 

arrangements. 

Adults interested in being Confirmed  or becoming Catholic through RCIA, contact Deacon Bill at 315-882-8702. 

Reconciliation: Saturdays at 4:00 PM or contact the parish office to make an appointment  

Novena Prayer for an end to the Coronavirus Pandemic 

O Mary, full of grace, Patroness of this nation and Mother of the Church, in this time of illness and world-wide 

need, we seek your intercession for the human family before your Son’s throne of grace and mercy.  We ask for 

strength in adversity, health in weakness, and comfort in sorrow.  Help us, O Blessed Mother, to be filled with 

confidence and trust in the tender compassion of our God.  Let us not be afraid, like our own Saint Marianne 

Cope, who entrusted her life and ministry among the outcasts of society into the care of our Divine Physician.

Continue to watch over all who are sick as well as those who care for them and give wisdom to all who are 

seeking a cure.  We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen.   



St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: Hardship and Rejection 
In the midst of hardships and rejection, St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s faith and trust in God never wavered. 

 
From an early age, Elizabeth endured great loss. At the age of three, she experienced the death of 

her mother, Catherine, and two years later the loss of her sister Kitty. She later reflected that when her 
sister died, she was still mourning the loss of her mother. “Kitty has gone to heaven. I wish I could go too 
with Mama.” Her father was often absent, and her stepmother often shunned Elizabeth and her older 
sister, Mary. She felt real loneliness and longing for a mother. However, she never sulked or expressed a 
bad temper because of her suffering. Instead, she displayed hopeful cheerfulness. She turned to God for 
comfort.  Later, the Filicchis would help her to find in the Blessed Virgin Mary a mother’s love.  These 
spiritual relationships brought her great solace and strength. 

Elizabeth married William Seton in 1794. After William’s father died, they also took in his six 
younger siblings. With such a large family, they moved into the larger Seton family residence. By this 
time, William’s business was feeling the effects of problems in the shipping industry and bankruptcy was 
just around the corner. William was tormented by visions of debtor’s prison, while Elizabeth was certain 
that God would help them to survive. “Troubles always create a great exertion of my mind,” she wrote, 
“and give it a force to which at other times it is incapable…I think the greatest happiness of this life is to 
be released from the cares of what is called the world.” 

In 1801, Elizabeth’s father died after the sudden onset of an illness, and she felt his loss deeply. 
More and more she turned to the Scriptures and the spiritual life, and in May of 1802 she wrote in a letter 
that her soul was “sensibly convinced of an entire surrender of itself and all its faculties to God.” 

William’s health declined due to tuberculosis. His doctors suggested he go to warmer climates, so 
he, Elizabeth and their daughter, Anna, traveled to Italy to stay with their friends, the Filicchis. Elizabeth 
hoped that Italy would bring healing to her beloved husband. In writing to her friend Julia, Elizabeth 
explains: “But one subject you will share with me, which engages my whole soul, the dear, the tender, the 
gracious love with which every moment has been marked in these my heavy hours of trial you will 
believe, because you know how blessed they are who rest on our heavenly Father — not one struggle nor 
desponding thought to contend with. Confiding hope and consoling peace have attended my way through 
storms and dangers that must have terrified a soul whose rock is not Christ.” 

After they arrived in Italy, they were made to quarantine for thirty days in the lazaretto, for fear of 
bringing yellow fever with them. The lazaretto was a converted prison. Elizabeth wrote on November 25, 
1803: “I hide my head on the chair by his bedside and he (Will) thinks I am praying-- and pray I do, for 
prayer is my comfort, without which I should be of little service to him...if we did not now know and love 
God- if we did not feel the consolations and embrace the cheering Hope he has set before us, and find our 
delight in the study of his blessed word and truth, what would become of us?” William died in Italy 
December 1803, just days after they were released from quarantine. After his death, Elizabeth donned her 
widow’s weeds, as was customary for widows in mourning. In the midst of tragedy, Elizabeth continued 
to trust in the Lord. “The accidents of life separate us from our dearest friends, but let us not despair. God 
is like a looking glass in which souls see each other. The more we are united to Him by love, the nearer 
we are to those who belong to Him.” 

After returning to the United States and converting to Catholicism, Elizabeth still faced financial 
difficulties. She started a school for young girls to provide for her children and also took in boarders. 



Unfortunately once some of the parents learned that Elizabeth had converted to Catholicism, they began 
to pull their children out of the school. Friends and family also rejected her, as anti-Catholic sentiment 
was extremely high in America. She lost almost everything by converting.  

In late 1806, Elizabeth met with Fr. William Dubourg, a Sulpician priest and president of St. 
Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, about starting a Catholic school for girls in Baltimore. She continued her 
correspondence with the Filicchis and Archbishop John Carroll during this time as well. When Dubourg 
returned over a year later, she agreed to leave for Maryland in the summer of 1808. When leaving New 
York, she wrote to her friend Eliza Sadler of what she called the “adored” will of God. “Would I change 
one shade or trial [of my life]? … that would be madness. Oh no, the dear dear dear Adored Will be done 
through every moment of it, may it control, regulate, and perfect us. And when all is over, how we will 
rejoice.” 

Elizabeth and her children arrived in Maryland in June of 1808. She started a school for girls, and 
took her first vows on March 25, 1809 as a Sister of Charity of Saint Joseph. Her children spent most of 
their teenage years in Emmitsburg, and Elizabeth had to learn to balance the needs of her own children 
with those of the school children, plus the community of sisters. She continued to rely on the Lord and her 
faith: “Faith lifts the staggering soul on one side, Hope supports it on the other, and experience says it 
must be- and love says let it be.”  One of the hardest challenges Elizabeth faced in Emmitsburg involved 
her own children. Unfortunately, Elizabeth suffered the loss of her daughters, Anna Maria in 1812 and 
Rebecca in 1816. 

Through all of the hardship and rejection Elizabeth experienced in her 46 years of life, she 
remained faithful and constant in the moment, while exercising abandonment to the will of God to 
respond freely as her circumstances changed. She had complete trust in the Lord. “We know certainly that 
our God calls us to a holy life. We know that he gives us every grace, every abundant grace; and though 
we are so weak of ourselves, this grace is able to carry us through every obstacle and difficulty.” 
 

 

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton often prayed the Anima Christi: 
 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me. 
Body of Christ, save me. 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me. 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me. 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me. 
O Good Jesus, hear me. 

Within your wounds hide me. 
Permit me not to be separated from you. 

From the wicked foe, defend me. 
At the hour of my death, call me 

   and bid me come to you 
That with your saints I may praise you 

   for ever and ever. Amen. 



 
 

January 2021 

 
 
 

A SPECIAL COLLECTION FOR: 

  

UNITY ACRES 

 
 

Unity Acres is a House of Hospitality for men in Orwell. Their mission 

is to provide a safe, caring and permanent home for men, and 

particularly those who have become chronically homeless due to 

alcohol or substance abuse, or other factors. Its founder and Director 

until his death, Father Ray McVey, believed that the Acres should not 

receive any kind of state or federal funding, but that it should operate 

and take care of its residents on the free will offerings and gifts of 

people who have a commitment to caring for those who cannot care 

for themselves. 

 

Parishioners are asked to bring food items from the list below to the 

gathering area next weekend, January 23/24. 

 

 
 
Personal Care Items: deodorant, bars of soap, shampoo (12-15oz). 
 
Baking Items:  cake & brownie mixes, bisquick, granulated sugar, boxes of jello, 
jams & jelly. 
 
Canned Items (#10 can size if you can find them): baked beans, soups (large 
cans), canned fruit, green & yellow beans, corn, beets, red kidney beans, baked 
beans, tuna fish, crushed tomatoes, spaghetti sauce, pizza sauce.  
 
Etc: laundry detergent. 
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