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ST. ELIZABETH ANN SETON PARISH STAFF 
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Jennifer Guild ................��..Office/Human Development 
Mary Smith ..........�������.Office/Communications 
Sandra Corcoran ...................................... Business Affairs 
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Al Parisi��.����������.�.Buildings/Grounds  
Tom Fichter������������.Buildings/Grounds 
Scott Brown..................................Parish Council President 
Parish Trustees����...Michael McCarthy, Fran Jeffery 

Parish Mission Statement  The Catholic community of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, united in the love of God, comes together to 

worship the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, to provide for the spiritual growth of each member, to minister to one another’s 
needs, to be servants and neighbors to all, to strengthen and share faith, to experience the richness of Jesus Christ.   The Catholic 
community of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton, aware of its call to be the good news, accomplishes its mission through worship, education, 
service and personal example. 

May God Bless and keep safe in his care our Service Men and Women whose lives are in danger every day. They heroically 

serve to defend and maintain freedom around the world as well as at home. Our prayer for them reflects our great admiration and 
love for them. May God bless them, watch over them, and protect them always. 

Diocesan Prayer for Vocations  “God, my Father, you created me with a specific purpose for my life; this is my vocation.  By 

following your plan, I will be happy on earth, earn the reward of heaven, and help others to do the same.  Please help me to hear, 
understand, and follow your call with my whole heart, especially when it seems most difficult.  Saint Joseph, patron of the Universal 
Church, pray for me to know and accept God’s will for my life.  Amen.”  

Anna Asks% How many Catholics were in the United States during Elizabeth’s life?  At the time of Elizabeth Ann Seton’s birth in 1774, there were 

around 25,000 Catholics in the United States (about 1% of the population), and most of them were living in Maryland and 
Pennsylvania.  In 1789, the Catholic population reached 35,000 and the first Catholic diocese was established in Baltimore, under 
the leadership of Archbishop John Carroll.  By the time of her death in 1821, nearly 200,000 Catholics lived in the U.S. As a point 
of comparison, the Diocese of Syracuse today has over 200,000 Catholics.  There are over 70,000,000 Catholics in the country 
today (over 22% of the population).  With numbers that large, it is hard to imagine how small and well-connected early U.S. 
Catholics were to one another.  As you can read in this week’s bulletin insert, St. Elizabeth made connections with Archbishop 
Carroll and Fr. Dubourg as they traveled the Eastern seaboard fundraising, opening new institutions and in general just trying to 
keep Catholics united.  These church leaders understood the hardship and rejection Elizabeth was facing and saw something 
special in Elizabeth, so they invited her to consider a new possibility for her life – a move to Maryland in order to start a new school. 
Check out the insert to learn more. 

Father Dan Mulhauser will celebrate his 94th birthday on Thursday, January 28th.   He recently wrote to let us know 

that he is doing well and holding onto the hope of joining us again for Mass.  Let us continue to thank God for the good health 
and loving heart he has blessed Fr. Dan with�and pray for that return to St. EAS which he is hoping for!  Cards can be sent 
to: Rev. Daniel Mulhauser, SJ  Loyola Jesuit Residence, 1419 Salt Springs Road, Syracuse, NY 13214-1399. 

Our Daily bREAD- Our Daily bREAD- We have restocked our kiosk with the popular biography of Our Parish’s patron saint 

through the writings of Annabelle M. Melville, Elizabeth Bayley Seton 1774-1821: Mother, Foundress, Saint. As St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton said, “Give some time, if it is only half an hour in every day, to devotional reading, which is as necessary to the 
well ordering of the mind as the hand of the gardener is to prevent weeds destroying your favorite flowers.”  

End of year statements of contributions  are being prepared and will be sent out by the end of the month.  In order to limit 

unnecessary contact, statements will be mailed to the homes of all parishioners who made financial contributions during 2020 
using envelopes or electronic offerings.  Included in the mailing will be a flyer with information about special programs for the 
bicentennial and for Lent.  Be sure to open it up and check out all that’s happening.  Thank you for your amazing support during a 
very difficult year! 

SEAS Preschool registration for the 2021-2022 school year will be open to parishioners and the public on February 1, 

2021.  We are accepting registration for our 3 year old and 4 year old classes on a first come first serve basis.  Please contact 
Nicole Pompo, Preschool Director at 315-652-9364 or email at preschool@stelizabethbville.org.  
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Prayer for Spiritual Communion 
My Jesus, 

I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 
I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, come spiritually into my heart. 
I embrace You as if You were already there and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You. Amen. 

Coloring/Psalm Contest Rules & Guidelines: 
To help our students participate in the special bicentennial events, the Faith Formation Office is sponsoring two different contests. 
Full details and coloring pages are located on the website and in the Gathering Space.  The groups are broken down as follows: 
Coloring Contest Groups: Group 1: Pre-k – 1st Grade, Group 2: 2nd – 4th Grade, Group 3: 5th – 8th Grade  Psalm Contest Groups: 
Group 1: 5th – 8th Grade, Group 2: 9th – 10th Grade, Group 3: 11th – 12th. 
Rules: All entries must be received by February 7th. They can be hand delivered to the Faith Formation office, mailed, or scanned 
and emailed as pdf. *Please do submit photos as these will be printed and put on display in our parish.  All participants agree to 
allow us to display the picture/psalm at the art display and on our Facebook page.  The coloring pages can be downloaded or 
picked up in the gathering space. Winners will be announced February 28th after votes are tallied 

RCIA Rite of Acceptance  At the 9:00am Mass this Sunday, our parish community will officially acknowledge and accept Alison 

Ryan as a new inquirer into the catechumenate – seeking Baptism, First Communion and Confirmation at the Easter Vigil.  In 
addition, Jean Paone who has already been Baptized will continue her preparation for full initiation into the Catholic Church.  Ali 
and Jean have attended RCIA classes since the Fall and are now making this generous next step in response to the call of Jesus 
Christ.  They will be marked with the sign of the cross and given a bible.  The community has an important role in today’s ceremony 
as we promise to journey with them and support them with our prayers.   

Elizabeth Ann Seton – The Call to Teach  Our third insert looks at the decision Elizabeth made to open a school.  Accounts 

of her early life reveal that she was a gifted musician and dancer, but they do not indicate a desire to teach.  She assisted her 
husband Will in his merchant business and presumably was gifted in fundraising as she formed a charity to care for widows and 
orphans in New York City.  When her life situation changed, she found herself considering a new calling – the call to teach.  Life 
choices are not limited to the young adult years.  This chapter of St. Elizabeth Ann Seton’s life will be of comfort for those who are 
at an unexpected crossroad in life.  It is also a good read for those who have found themselves as “teachers” at home during the 
pandemic.  God has a way of putting people in our lives to open up new doors at just the right time and stirring up gifts we didn’t 
realize we had.   

Building & Grounds Manager Needed: Oversee maintenance and special projects for the facility. Knowledge of electrical, 

mechanical and HVAC operations. Responsible for maintaining schedules regarding the safety and operation of the facility. Hold 
a position on the building & grounds committee and coordinate with the Pastor to insure smooth operation of the physical plant. 
Twenty-five hours a week to begin in early March. To submit your resume or for additional information please email Father 
O’Connor at froconnor@stelizabethbville.org. 

The Word of God & Mother Seton! As he was walking by the Sea of Galilee, Jesus spoke to the fishermen, and they 
abandoned their nets and followed. While this might be a sentimental moment because we know the rest of the story, it is 
worth noting the simple, but nonetheless profound power of the words that come from the mouth of God. Receiving Jesus’ 
words, the disciples responded and their lives were changed forever. In 2019, Pope Francis dedicated the 3rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time each year to the “celebration, study, and dissemination of the Word of God.” How attentive are we to the Word 
of God in our day-to-day life? Mother Seton reminds us that our lives produce fruit when we welcome the Word of God to be 
sown daily in our hearts: “The Word of God is a seed. But are you the good soil which the Gospel speaks of?...Let your soul 
answer. It is to your soul that I direct these questions.” 

Vocation Perspective% Jesus said to them, “Come after me, and I will make you fishers of men.” Then they abandoned their 

nets and followed him (cf. M 1:14-20). Drop your nets and see how the Lord will transform your life. Are you ready to follow? Call 
Father Jason Hage 315-470-1468, or write: vocations@syrdio.org 

A Prayer Chain is in place at St. Elizabeth Ann Seton. Serving on the Prayer Chain is a way for good people to serve God and 

to bring blessings to others who will be grateful for the prayers of Prayer Chain Members. If prayers for self or for others are needed 
and desired, please call the Parish Office at 315-652-4300 and your prayer requests will be forwarded to Angie Peterson.  

Weekly Scripture 
Readings for January 24, 2021 

Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
Mark 1:14-20 

Readings for January 31, 2021 

Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
1 Corinthians 7:32-35 
Mark 1:21-28 



 MASS INTENTIONS January 23, 2021 through January 31, 2021 

Saturday 5:00 PM     Mary Cafolla-Wallace by Joe & Joanne Cafolla 

Sunday 7:30 AM    Joseph “Mickey” Craver by Church Peeps 

 9:00 AM    Louise Mosseau by The Mosseau Family 

 11:00 AM    Chas Merritt by Ron & Ginny Duda 

Monday  9:00 AM    Theresa Vasiloff by Don & Marilyn Wherley 

Tuesday  6:45 AM  Nicholas Shane Faulkingham by Jean Deep 

Wednesday  9:00 AM  Eugene & Jean Huard by Ron & Ginny Duda 

Thursday  6:45AM  James Anderson by Jean Deep 

 Friday  6:45 AM  Bob Gass by His Family 

 9:00AM  Deceased Members of Burkhart Family by Burkhart Family 

Next Saturday  5:00  PM  Nancy Reeves by Don & Marilyn Wherley 

Next Sunday  7:30  AM  Stanley Narewski by Allen & Rosemary Narewski 

 9:00 AM   Kathleen Marzullo by Pat Buckley 

 11:00 AM   Ralph Phelps by Marcia Ehlers 

Our Gifts to the Lord 
  Regular Collection  $8,710 

Hope Appeal 2020 

100% Goal Reached! 

Thank you for your generosity 

Electronic Offerings – If you have online 

billing with your bank, you can request 

the bank to mail a paper check to St. 

Elizabeth Ann Seton Church at no cost to 

you or the parish.  This can be set up on a 

recurring or one-time basis.  We ask that 

you note your envelope number on the 

check either as the account number or in 

the memo line.  Often this can be set up 

online through the “Bill Pay” section of 

your bank account website. 
Be assured that Fr. O’Connor will continue to say Mass each day for the scheduled 

intentions. While you may not be able to attend in person, your loved ones are being 

prayed for at Mass. 

Finance Meeting, January 26, 2021 at 7:00PM 

Seton Food Pantry Hours 
Tuesday & Wednesday 9am – 11am 

no evening hours at this time 

items needed:  

Canned Tuna/Chicken, Soup, Coffee 

Sandwich Making   – January 26 – Griffith Family, Hourihan Family, Ianno Family 

Sandwich Delivery Assumption Church  -  January 27 – K Wentzel 

Pantry Volunteers - Jan 25 – W & G Carey, Jan 26 – E Moses,  Jan 27 – B Mahar 

First Saturday Cleaning – None 

Want to be a Eucharistic Minister or Lector?  Call Deacon Bill Dotterer at 315-882-8702 for individual training. 

Want to be an Altar Server?  Call Deacon Bill Dotterer, at 315-882-8702 for individual training.  

Want to be a Hospitality Volunteer? Call the parish office at 315-652-4300 for individual training 

Parish Membership:  It is important to belong to a parish and we invite all who enjoy worshipping with us to register formally as members of the parish 

family. This is especially important for First Communion, Confirmation and Marriage.  Registration forms may be found on the table outside the parish 

office or register online at www.stelizabethbville.org.  

Baptisms  Currently Baptisms are being done on an individual basis by Fr O’Connor and  Deacon Bill. Please call the office at 315-652-4300 to make 

arrangements. 

Adults interested in being Confirmed  or becoming Catholic through RCIA, contact Deacon Bill at 315-882-8702. 

Reconciliation: Saturdays at 4:00 PM or contact the parish office to make an appointment  

Novena Prayer for an end to the Coronavirus Pandemic 

O Mary, full of grace, Patroness of this nation and Mother of the Church, in this time of illness and world-wide 

need, we seek your intercession for the human family before your Son’s throne of grace and mercy.  We ask for 

strength in adversity, health in weakness, and comfort in sorrow.  Help us, O Blessed Mother, to be filled with 

confidence and trust in the tender compassion of our God.  Let us not be afraid, like our own Saint Marianne 

Cope, who entrusted her life and ministry among the outcasts of society into the care of our Divine Physician.  

Continue to watch over all who are sick as well as those who care for them and give wisdom to all who are 

seeking a cure.  We ask this through Christ, our Lord.  Amen. 



St. Elizabeth Ann Seton: The Call to Teach  
“At Whatever Risk, Yet Go Forward” 

 
To Teach...Or Not to Teach? 

Elizabeth Ann Seton was thinking about moving to Canada. She missed her sons and thought their 
experience at Georgetown would qualify them for a school in Montreal. She also thought she would thrive spiritually 
with her newfound faith in a Catholic environment that was not limited only to church.  

Father Louis Dubourg, president of St. Mary’s Seminary in Baltimore, invited her to open a school for girls. 
He told her, “Come to us, Mrs. Seton, we will assist you in forming a plan for your life.” He promised to accept 
her sons into the college for free, and she and the girls would live in a small house that had just been finished, with 
as many girls in her care as she could manage. Elizabeth protested that she had no talents for this undertaking, to 
which Fr. Dubourg replied, “We want example more than talents.”  

This was the call. Now, the question became, what to do? Her benefactors, the Filicchis, urged Canada. All 
of her priest friends encouraged her to go to Baltimore. Her friend Francis Matignon wrote, “I believe you are 
destined for some great good in the United States.”  

Fr. Dubourg only had two prospective students for this school (his nieces), but he had escaped the French 
Revolution dressed as a fiddler, so he knew something about risk. For Elizabeth’s part, her husband’s family’s coat 
of arms had the motto that translates to, “At Whatever Risk, Yet Go Forward.”  

 
Putting her faith and trust in the will of God, she answered the call and she went forward. On Thursday, June 

9, 1808, Elizabeth and her daughters boarded a boat and left New York for Baltimore.  
 

Baltimore, Maryland 
Elizabeth arrived in Baltimore on June 16, 1808, the feast of Corpus Christi, a particularly significant date 

considering her devotion to the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. St. Mary’s Chapel was filled with priests, 
seminarians, and students. As she opened the door, the prayer for mercy, the “Kyrie Eleison,” was echoing from the 
altar, and the beauty of the chapel and the sound of the music and prayers left her transfixed. “Human nature could 
scarcely bear it,” she wrote. After Mass, she was welcomed by the priests and shown the house, which was between 
two orchards; there was also a vegetable garden and the chapel, the bells of which rang throughout the day for 
prayer. After the hostility she had faced in New York, Elizabeth felt that she was in paradise.  

By October, she had three students; combined with her own three daughters, that is all she could manage in 
the beginning. Students received lessons in reading, writing, arithmetic, English, and French and paid extra for 
music, dancing, and drawing. When classes ended at 5pm, Elizabeth herself sat down to study and prepare for the 
next day’s lessons. She wrote to her friend Julia: “What would amuse you would be to see Your old Lady seated 
gravely with a slate and pencil with a Master of Arithmetic stuffing her brain with dollars cents and fractions, and 
actually going over the studies both in grammar and figures which are suited to the scholar better than the mistress.” 

By December, three more students arrived. Elizabeth’s school was seen as a perfect fit for anyone wanting to 
live and learn in a religious setting: religion was the framework of the school day. It began and ended with chapel; 



the girls said the Rosary and did an examination of conscience every day; on Fridays they read the story of Christ’s 
Passion and Death. She also prepared children to receive their First Communion.  
 
Move to Emmitsburg: Another Call 

In addition to teaching, studying, and praying, Elizabeth was fundraising, appealing to the Filicchis, among 
others, to help her build a bigger house for her growing community, not only for the school but also for the religious 
order she wanted to create, what would become the first American Catholic sisterhood, the Sisters of Charity. 
Samuel Cooper, a seminarian at St. Mary’s who had become a close friend, came through by offering her a large 
farm (269 acres) he had just purchased in Emmitsburg, Maryland, before entering seminary.  

Here she was at another crossroads in what had become a fruitful call to teach. Julia thought the move was a 
mistake, warning her not to give up certainty for uncertainty; Elizabeth once again, however, answered the call and 
put her faith and trust in God, strengthened by the Word of God she loved so much, “I know the plans I have for 
you, says the Lord” (Jeremiah 29:11).  

Therefore, on June 1, 1809, again on the feast of Corpus Christi (a year after she had arrived in Baltimore), 
she and her four companions went to Mass together dressed in widow’s weeds, the outfit and bonnet that would 
become their religious habit as nuns, as they prepared for the next chapter in their lives and vocations.  
  
St. Joseph Academy in Emmitsburg, Maryland 

At the Stone House in St. Joseph’s Valley in Emmitsburg, Maryland, the Sisters of Charity of St. Joseph was 
established as an order specifically focused on serving and caring for the children of the poor. On February 22, 1810, 
the sisters welcomed three Emmitsburg girls to their newly built school, the St. Joseph Free School for Girls. The 
school quickly became St. Joseph’s Academy and Free School, where Mother Seton, as she became known, educated 
students in a strong Catholic environment. A hallmark of the school became accepting all students, regardless of 
their ability to pay (this way rural, poor students could also receive an education). This was the first free Catholic 
school in the United States.  

Elizabeth taught history and religion. When she was not teaching, fundraising, or praying, Elizabeth would 
be running the school: she visited each class at least once a month to observe the teachers and offer suggestions; she 
would also track the academic and behavioral progress of all of the students. Even as her health failed near the end of 
her life and she could no longer teach and became confined to her bedroom, she continued to monitor her students’ 
progress and would write feedback on their work.  

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton put her faith and trust in God’s will, and responded to His call to teach and to serve; 
in doing so, she helped to grow the faith, which she herself had come to deeply love, in the next generation. She also 
did the work of planting some of the seeds of what would become the U.S. Catholic school system.  
 

 

 

January 31-February 6, 2021 is Catholic Schools Week.  
St. Joseph’s Academy and Free School continues today as a Pre-K-8th grade school called the Mother Seton School. They 
refer to it, as Mother Seton originally intended it to be, as a “Catholic school for all.” The school continues St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton’s vision/belief in a strong academic program combined with an all-embracing love of God and a strong 
religious program of daily prayer, religious instruction, liturgy, and service learning and outreach.  

A Prayer to St. Elizabeth Ann Seton for Teachers (and for all of us, who are called to “teach” in some way or 
another throughout our lives): 
 
Holy Father, You called Elizabeth Ann Seton to educate your children. Inspire us, by her example, to 
find your will in the present moment. Through her prayers, may we learn to teach others how to love 
like you. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Teacher. Amen.  
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